Squamous and adenosquamous cell carcinomas of the gallbladder.
Squamous and adenosquamous cell carcinomas (ASC and SCC) are rare subtypes of gallbladder cancer, traditionally considered more aggressive and with a poorer prognosis than adenocarcinoma. We report about two patients affected by an advanced squamous cell carcinoma of the gallbladder. Both had a large tumour in the gallbladder fossa region with infiltration of the liver. Surgical resection was radical in one, but palliative in the other. pTNM was T3 N0 M0, G3, R0 in the former and T3 N0 M0, G2 R1 in the latter. Patients died for local recurrence after 12 and 5 months, respectively. Natural history, clinical findings, prognosis and outcome of this rare gallbladder tumour are discussed on the basis of a review of the English literature. In conclusion, an aggressive and radical surgical treatment of advanced squamous and adenosquamous cell gallbladder carcinomas seems to be indicated for their low proclivity to distant spreading.